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represent the essence of the life of spirit. The few passages which recog- 
nize the need of clearing up the connection between science and practical 
life are decidedly schematic, not to say obscure ; and the insistent problem 
of the relation of knowledge to other, i. e., emotional values is quite ignored. 
Perhaps a less exclusively logical interest might have led to a less secure 
conviction of the' sufficiency of certain of the presuppositions of the 
argument. A. K. Rogers. 

Butler College. 

Beitrage zur Entwicklung der Kanf schen Ethik. Von Karl Schmidt. 

Marburg, N. G. Elwert'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1900. — pp. 105. 

This study traces the development within Kant's writings of the con- 
ceptions prominent in his ethical theory. Thirty-five pages are given to 
the examination of the precritical writings, and sixty pages to the Critique 
of Pure Reason. The author has no particular thesis to maintain. He 
conceives his task as entirely expository, and couches his expositions largely 
in Kant's own words. This work is one which has been done before. At 
the same time, Dr. Schmidt's contribution is a helpful one. He seizes 
upon practically all of the ethically significant points of the works discussed, 
presents them with clearness in their relations to the developing ethical 
theory, buttresses them with quotations in such a way as to make his inter- 
pretations convincing, and delivers the whole within a very manageable 
compass. So far as any bias or tendency shows itself in the work, it is that 
of finding within Kant's early writings nearly all the main ideas of the 
critical ethics. The essays produced in the years immediately following 
1760, for instance, are made to reveal in simple statement the larger part 
of what is later developed in detail. In one or two cases I have found Dr. 
Schmidt' s interpretations of these earlier passages weakly supported, for 
instance, in the discussion of the Inaugural Dissertation. In general, how- 
ever, this is not so. He comes near to showing that Kant's ' development ' 
of ethical theory was one in which nothing new was ever learned and 
nothing old forgotten. As the discussion advances through the Critique of 
Pure Reason, the teachings there found which look towards the ethics are 
well developed, but nothing original or characteristic is presented. The 
last ten pages deal with the critical elucidation of ' ' Fragment 6. ' ' This 
Kantian fragment was first published in 1887, and has been interpreted by 
Forster and HofFding as implying eudaemonism, even an individualistic 
eudaemonism. Dr. Schmidt shows quite clearly, I think, that these views 
are not well founded, that the Kantian emphasis upon rational law is re- 
asserted. He finds the meaning of the fragment in the fact that it is an 
attempt on Kant's part to solve the problem of moral obligation without 
postulating the Ideas of God or immortality, by showing that a pleasurable 
feeling is bound up a priori with action issuing from freedom. 

University of Nebraska. ' E- L- HlNMAN - 



